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THE DRISCOLL DIFFERENCE:

Your key to
obtaining the
expertise
needed to
meet your
bonding
needs.
A

fter serving major contractors for more
than 50 years, the Driscoll Agency truly
understands the unique risks, insurance requirements and surety demands of the construction
industry.

“The entire surety bonding team at
Driscoll has the experience, expertise
and industry contacts to give us the best
possible representation and service.
In an industry as specialized as ours,
we wouldn’t consider letting any other
agency handle this important need of
our company.” – Satisfied Client

Managing risk can be very difficult. Which is
why it’s critical to obtain adequate and proper
insurance coverages. Our underwriting specialists
will work with your best interests in mind when
proposing solutions to your insurance needs.
When it’s time to navigate through the complexities of surety bonding, you can rely on our
expertise and connections to get you aggressive representation and unbeatable access to
industry decision-makers.

To discover the Driscoll difference, contact
Tim Lyons, Bond Department Manager at
781-421-2560 or tlyons@driscollagency.com.

The Driscoll Agency, Inc. • 93 Longwater Circle, Norwell, MA 02061 • Phone (781) 681-6656 • Fax (781) 681-6686 • www.driscollagency.com
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C OMING E VENTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Thursday September 10, 2015
7:30 a.m., CIM Office
Norwood, MA

CHAIRMAN’S RECEPTION
SPONSORED

BY

Thursday, September 24, 2015
Hyatt Boston Harbor
101 Harborside Drive
Boston, MA 02128

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Thursday October 15, 2015
7:30 a.m., CIM Office
Norwood, MA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Thursday November 12, 2015
7:30 a.m., CIM Office
Norwood, MA

If you are a member in good standing and would like pictures of your company at work to appear on the
cover of the CIM Construction Journal, please call the CIM office at 781-551-0182 and we will
schedule a photographer to come to your job site.
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Williams Stone
New England's Premier
Granite Curb Supplier

Our modern, wind-powered production facility
and granite quarry in East Otis, Massachusetts

We Maintain New England's Largest Inventory
With Short Lead Times, Competitive Pricing
and Reliable Service, All Since 1947
Williams Stone is an employee-owned company serving highway
contractors and curb setters across the Northeast with a wide variety
of granite curbing in finishes, sizes and detail components to meet
any project's most demanding specifications. And it's all quarried and
fabricated here in the United States.
n Vertical curbing, straight &
curved
n Bridge curbing, straight &
curved, pre-drilled
n Edge details: bull nose,
chamfer, buzzed, beveled
mountable
n Inlet stones, straight &
curved, single & double
n Sloped edging

n 90° Driveway corners
n Highway bounds, lettered &
unlettered, drilled
n Other components: straight &
curved handicap transitions,
block curb vertical-to-slope
transitions, square-back
180° bull-nose ends
n Finishes: sawn, split, polished,
thermaled, hammered, clean
back, rock face

If you need any of these curbing components for a current or future
project, email Williams Stone at granite@williamsstone.com or call
800-832-2052 for the largest inventory, friendliest service and fastest
delivery anywhere.

WS

Williams stone Company, inC.
1158 Lee-Westfield Road P.O. Box 278
East Otis, MA 01029-0278 Tel: (800)832-2052
Fax: (413)269-6148 www.williamsstone.com

SERVING THE NORTHEAST SINCE 1947

5

Dedicated to exceeding your expectations.
Palmer Paving is an industry leading heavy highway civil engineering
construction firm, serving both public and private sector clients. With
our own HMA and aggregate processing plants, we are fully integrated
as a materials producer and roadway contractor for projects of any size.
We welcome your inquiries and look forward to helping you solve your
next site, road construction or infrastructure challenge.

www.palmerpaving.com

Palmer Paving Corporation, Inc
25 Blanchard Street,
Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8354
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23 Arthur Street
Easthampton, MA 01027
413-527-6906

43 Old Coldbrook Road
Barre, MA 01005
413-283-8354
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1000 Page Boulevard
Springfield, MA 01104
413-737-4020
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To Our Customers and Stakeholders –
I am pleased to present this one year FY2016 update to the previously published FY2014FY2018 Capital Investment Plan of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation
(MassDOT). This plan, the first to be issued by the Baker-Polito Administration, embodies
a commitment to ensuring that the Commonwealth’s transportation investments will be
statewide, strategic and sustainable. Together, the Capital Investment Program for
MassDOT and for the MBTA commit just over $3 billion to our statewide transportation system in FY2016, a level of spending that exceeds the peak years of the
Central Artery project. The joint development and issuance of both CIPs reflect our
continuing commitment to operating as ‘One MassDOT’ that provides the best transportation services and investments that we can for the Commonwealth.
The vast majority of the expenditures to be made by the MassDOT agencies in FY2016
will be based on prior contracts and commitments; this plan does not yet fully reflect potential changes to
MassDOT’s investment priorities. The number of ongoing projects reflects the importance of continuous investment
in our transportation system, including investments in maintenance and system preservation. Even with the need to
fulfill existing contracts and maintain existing assets, the plan accommodates smaller but strategic investments that
have been proven to be effective (such as the Industrial Rail Access Program and grants to public use airports) and a
new Complete Streets Certification Program.
This plan accounts for every state and federal dollar available to MassDOT for expenditure on capital projects and
programs during FY2016. The chapter titled ‘Overview of Sources and Uses,’ provides information on all of the
sources of funding available to the MassDOT agencies, as well as a description of the proposed uses of that funding in FY2016. The accompanying investment tables detail specific projects for FY2016, as well as the capital
budget implications of those projects in FY2017 and beyond.
MassDOT and the MBTA both need to develop fully revised, five year CIPs to guide future capital investment and
preparation of those longer-term investment plans will begin as soon as the FY2016 plan is finalized. In developing
those plans, MassDOT will use project selection criteria to assist in the selection of investments. These criteria, now
undergoing review by a legislatively created council, are scheduled to be finalized by June 30, 2015. With these
project selection criteria, MassDOT will have an important tool for evaluating and prioritizing our investments to
ensure that the Commonwealth achieves the best possible return on its transportation investments.
Transportation projects are not simply shovels in the ground, poured pavement, or laid rails. They are investments in
our Commonwealth, our communities, and ourselves. We all have a stake in those investments.
Stephanie Pollack

Secretary & Chief Executive Officer
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This document, which fully commits all state and federal funds
available to MassDOT for use in FY2016, represents more than
$2.5 billion of investment in the Commonwealth’s transportation
system – different modes, all regions, and a wide variety of projects.
MassDOT commits to using all of the funds made available in this
document within FY2016. The MBTA Capital Investment Program
expends another $1 billion on the MBTA system, of which $340
million in FY 2016 flows from MassDOT to the MBTA. The combined investment of just over $3.1billion outlined in these two
documents enables the Commonwealth to make vital investments in fixing and maintaining our transportation system that
will produce returns in the form of economic growth, prosperous cities and towns and better quality of life.

This document is specific to MassDOT, but it is closely tied to the
Capital Investment Program of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA). The Commonwealth has committed capital
funding to a number of large, high-priority MBTA investments,
including the extension of the Green Line to Somerville and Medford and the purchase of new Red and Orange Line cars. Those
funds – $340.2 million in FY2016 – flow through MassDOT to
the MBTA via project-specific contracts, and so are shown in this
document. The diagram here represents the connection between the
MassDOT and MBTA capital plans.

This document provides a one-year update to the FY2014-FY2018 Capital Investment Plan of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT), addressing only those transportation investments that MassDOT plans to undertake in FY2016 (including their capital budget implications for FY2017 and beyond).
The vast majority of the investments identified in this plan represent investments in maintaining the existing system and in the continuation or completion of
ongoing projects. Even with the need to fulfill existing contracts and maintain existing assets, the plan accommodates smaller but strategic investments to ensure
that the investment program as a whole is statewide, strategic and sustainable.

Introduction

10
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MassDOT is currently supporting the development of a set of performance-based project selection criteria. These criteria, which are undergoing review by a
legislatively created independent council, are scheduled to be finalized and submitted to the legislature by June 30, 2015. Once the criteria are complete,
MassDOT staff will work to create a process for applying the criteria to projects already in the development pipeline and to new investment ideas as they come
forward. The draft selection criteria and their associated goals are as follows:

This plan is ambitious and wide-reaching but also achievable and financially prudent. In most years, MassDOT is fortunate to receive the majority of the state
bond cap; given the pressing need for capital funding throughout state government, MassDOT must be judicious in our use of the Commonwealth’s capital
dollars. Furthermore, MassDOT is in the process of completing a number of major capital investments, which – along with maintaining our commitment to the
ongoing maintenance of our assets – require much of our available capital funding. As is reflected in this document, there is only a limited opportunity to pursue
new investment priorities in the coming fiscal year. However, this capital plan makes strategic use of all available federal, state and private dollars in order to
invest in the Administration’s core priorities: fixing and maintaining our assets, economic development and investing in our communities. This plan advances
the necessary maintenance and system preservation of the Commonwealth’s highway system, pursue projects that modernize and in a handful of cases increase
the capacity of the state’s transportation networks and undertake important planning efforts that will help lay the groundwork for the next generation of needed
investments.

MassDOT’s approach to investing in the Commonwealth’s transportation system must be strategic, statewide, and sustainable. The vast backlog of state of
good repair needs on our infrastructure, coupled with transportation’s role in supporting continued economic growth in Massachusetts, requires a strategic approach beginning with this plan and continuing with the upcoming FY17-FY21 CIP, MassDOT will do just that, using the new project prioritization system currently being recommended by the Project Selection Advisory Council to create a portfolio of transportation investments. Capital investments must balance the
need to responsibly maintain existing assets with the need to modernize and add capacity as needed to support economic growth. Cities and towns throughout the
commonwealth must be able to rely on MassDOT and the MBTA for projects critical to the local economy and quality of life, so this CIP takes a truly
statewide approach to improving our transportation system. Finally, transportation investment must be both financially and environmentally sustainable in order
to position future generations for continued prosperity.

Capital Investment Strategy

The FY16 CIP is a one year plan. MassDOT is statutorily required to produce a five year capital investment plan, however it is not required to release an annually revised plan. The most recent MassDOT CIP addressed FY2014-2019; MassDOT will soon revisit that five-year plan in order to update the Commonwealth’s transportation investment strategy. In particular, MassDOT has been working with the Project Selection Advisory Council to develop a set of
quantitative project selection criteria. Once this one year plan and those project selection criteria are finalized, MassDOT will begin working on a fully
revised five year capital plan, which will be published early in calendar 2016 to cover the period FY2017-FY2021.

12
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The forthcoming FY2017-FY2021 Capital Investment Plan for MassDOT will make use of these selection criteria, once finalized, for identifying and selecting
not just “projects” but investments. Transportation projects are not simply shovels in the ground, poured concrete, or laid rails. They are investments in the
Commonwealth, our communities and ourselves. We must expect and demand of our investments that they provide returns, not only in mobility but also in economic prosperity, environmental stewardship, and improved social access and equality. Going forward, this will be the lens MassDOT uses to evaluate how we
spend our capital resources.

Once these project selection criteria are final, MassDOT will shortly have a much better system for evaluating and prioritizing our investments – an absolutely
crucial tool in a world of finite resources and never-ending needs. We encourage the public to read the project selection criteria, a draft of which can be found
on the MassDOT website at: www.massdot.state.ma.us/BoardsCommittees/ProjectSelectionAdvisoryCouncil.aspx.

CIM Construction Journal
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$8.3 million for signal improvements on the Worcester Line
Additional upgrades to be completed in connection with the Boston Landing station partnership with New Balance

Lastly, it is important to note the strategic uses of the federally-funded Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) program shown in this
plan. The long-standing CMAQ program funds state-level projects that reduce vehicular congestion and air pollution. MassDOT distribute a portion of its
annual federal CMAQ apportionment to the 13 planning regions of the Commonwealth for use on beneficial projects of regional importance and retains a
portion to invest in eligible statewide initiatives. For FY2016, MassDOT will commit $28.1 million to projects that support bicycling and walking; alternative
fuels and vehicles; and innovative traffic signal pilots, including:



The projected balance of currently available gaming funds will also be used to support:

In our efforts to find resourceful ways to advance capital projects, we will be making use of transportation-dedicated funds generated by the Commonwealth’s
gaming initiative (MGL Chapter 23K, Section 62). A total of $12.5 million of these funds, with $5 million committed in FY16, will make possible the implementation of a new Complete Streets Certification Program to support cities and towns in the design and construction of roadways. The Complete Streets
Certification Program will allow us to both support those communities that may be challenged to provide design funds and help to create a pipeline of Complete Streets projects that will further our goals for providing more and better mobility options across the Commonwealth.

Five projects of particular note in this category include South Coast Rail, the expansion of Boston South Station, the reconfiguration of the I-90 interchange in the Allston area of Boston, the I-90/I-495 interchange project and the Green Line Extension (GLX) to Route 16. All of these efforts are key to
growing our economy, improving our mobility, and strengthening our quality of life. For all, we have committed funds for planning, public involvement, permitting, and design – in the case of South Station, we were fortunate to receive a competitive federal grant to support that work. None of these three projects
was slated to be in construction in FY2016 and MassDOT does not yet have finance plans in place to support the start of construction. But as we develop
a full FY2017-FY2021 five year capital plan we look forward to working with our partners and stakeholders in the public and private sectors to determine
how best to advance these and other crucial investments in a manner that is fiscally prudent and sustainable.

To be able to continue to advance as many projects as possible but in a manner that is fiscally prudent, MassDOT is pursuing design and engineering for the next generation of major projects, whether or not construction financing has been committed for those projects. This will allow us to
move through the important phases of planning, community outreach, concept and preliminary design, and permitting so that MassDOT and its stakeholders
can consider, support and develop, options for final construction funding. This work is often funded using eligible agency overhead dollars, which allows us to
preserve key capital funds for later generations of design and ultimately for construction. We believe that this will allow us to be more nimble and responsive
to opportunity.

14
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$5.5 million for Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (Concord)

$2.0 million for Park & Ride Expansion Program (statewide)

$500,000 for Electric Vehicle Plug-In Charging Stations (statewide)

$400,000 for Adaptive Signals Controls (11 intersections)









$200 million in Chapter 90 funds to support transportation projects undertaken by our municipal partners.

$405.9 million for projects within the Accelerated Bridge Program, including the Longfellow (Boston/Cambridge), Whittier (Newburyport/
Amesbury), and Fore River (Quincy/Weymouth) Bridges, including associated bicycling and pedestrian infrastructure.

$166.4 million in non-Federal Aid with approximately $100M funding statewide preservation & maintenance and $64.4M supporting capital improvements.

$4.0 million for Dedham Street Corridor improvements in the Towns of Canton, Norwood and Westwood.
MassDOT will work to re-program available federal funding for this project (already at 100% design) beginning in
FY16.









Capital Investment in FY2016 total: $1.7 billion

Highway Division Investments

This document provides a complete listing of all FY2016 investments. Some highlights, by MassDOT Division, are listed here.

Planned Investments

In all of these ways, MassDOT is striving to implement a balanced and strategic program of capital investments that will provide sustainable, lasting
benefits across the Commonwealth.

$750,000 for the fifteen Transportation Management Associations of the Commonwealth (funded with a combination of CMAQ and
gaming funds).
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$1.4 million for the Quequechan Rail Trail (Fall River).

$1.0 million for a partnership with Merrimack College to support improvements along Route 114 corridor.





$3.3 million for airfield markings, tree clearing, pavement rehabilitation, and upgrades to airport security.

$200,000 to continue a study on how best to reduce the carbon footprint of our regional airports.





 $2.5 million for the Industrial Rail Access Program to support partnerships with private freight rail carriers to improve rail infrastructure.

lion for the Berkshire Line and $3.5 million for the Framingham Secondary.

 $27.9 million for projects to improve the existing freight and passenger rail transport system along critical rail corridors, including $3 mil-

fleet replacement needs; and regionally significant RTA projects for maintenance facilities and $5 million for the commuter garage at Newburyport
commuter rail station.

 $83.7 million for statewide transit investments, including at the 15 Regional Transit Authorities: bus replacement; maintenance and operations of

Capital Investment in FY2016 total: $114.1 million

Rail & Transit Division Investments

$26.2 million for grants to public use airports for airport development; safety improvements; aircraft accident investigations; navigational
aids; and statewide aviation planning.



Capital Investment in FY2016 total: $29.7 million

Aeronautics Division Investments

$1.3 million for the North Central Multiuse Pathway (Winchendon).



 $2.0 million for completion of east-west connection through Southfield by extending Trotter Road (funding originally from FY15)

CIM Construction Journal
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The table on the following page summarizes the proposed FY2016 Capital Investment Plan by sources and the distribution of those sources by program.

The vast majority of the funding in this CIP is allocated to existing cash flows for previously committed projects. As an example, of the $816 million
in state bond cap provided to MassDOT for FY2016, approximately $634.2 million, or 77% is used to pay the costs of ongoing projects.

Like all other transportation agencies, MassDOT must perform regular maintenance, repair, and replacement of its capital assets. This includes activities
such as paving roads, repairing bridges, replacing signs and lights, maintaining our buses and trains, and replacing older information technology systems. The
goal of the CIP is to keep the transportation assets of the Commonwealth in a state of good repair so as to maintain reliability, improve safety, create jobs and
economic development for the long-term benefit of the Commonwealth, to invest in targeted expansion, and to modernize our transportation infrastructure.

This Capital Investment Plan (CIP) represents the distribution of estimated state and federal resources for the construction, maintenance, and development of
projects across our statewide transportation system for state fiscal year 2016, including highways; bridges; bicycle and pedestrian paths; local roads; bus
and rail networks; and airport safety infrastructure in all regions of the Commonwealth. The charts, tables and project listings within the CIP provide readers
with a full accounting of how transportation investments will be made over the next fiscal year. This includes projects and information from the Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), regional Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs), sections of the MBTA Capital Investment Plan, and
the Aeronautics/Federal Aviation Administration Investment Plan.

Overview of Sources and Uses

Following this Introduction, this document provides an overview of the sources of funding available to the MassDOT agencies, as well as a description of the
uses of that funding in FY2016. This overview provides information on the planned expenditures, by MassDOT Divisions, in FY2016.

dated core network systems to improve reliability, customer service, and safety in branch offices

 $4.2 million for branch and customer service improvements, including the deployment of self-service kiosks and the replacement of out-

 $34.4 million for one phase of the replacement of the Automated License and Registration System (ALARS).

Capital Investment in FY2016 total: $38.6 million

Registry of Motor Vehicles Investments

Proven legal counsel.
Concrete results.
Hinckley Allen is one of the Northeast’s
largest and most experienced providers of
legal services to the construction industry.
Our ability to provide value and deliver
results has earned us a first-tier national
ranking in U.S. News and World Report’s
2014 “Best Law Firms” for the LitigationConstruction category.

ALBANY
BOSTON
CONCORD
HARTFORD
NEW YORK
PROVIDENCE

h i nck ley a l le n .c o m
© 2014 Hinckley, Allen & Snyder LLP.
All rights reserved. Attorney Advertising.
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The chart on the following page illustrates how the bond cap is allocated by MassDOT division.

Spending of bond cap is made possible through authorizations contained in the Transportation Bond Bills. This source of funding is eligible to support
spending in a wide number of project categories within legislative authorization. At MassDOT, bond cap is used for two major purposes: to provide the state
match for federally aided capital projects (generally 10% to 20% of total project cost) and to fund 100% state-funded capital programs, including local road aid
(Chapter 90), rail and transit investments, and road and bridge projects. MassDOT prepared the draft FY16 CIP using an anticipated bond cap of $748 million,
since then ANF’s final FY16 CIP has provided $68 million of additional bond cap to MassDOT bringing our total state bond cap amount for FY2016 to $816
million.

The Commonwealth bond cap is the amount of proceeds from money borrowed by the Commonwealth in public debt markets. A portion of this is
allocated to MassDOT on an annual basis. The overall borrowing limit is governed largely by the statutory debt ceiling and the Commonwealth’s debt affordability analysis prepared by the Executive Office of Administration and Finance.

Bond Cap: $816.0 million

The following sections provide an overview of the funding sources and categories accounted for in the CIP. Funding levels for
FY2016 are noted in each section, with a description of how the source funds can be utilized.

Capital Investment Plan Sources

CIM Construction Journal
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GET MORE DONE.
For tough, dependable, affordable equipment,
we offer the Doosan products and services
you need. Our well-trained staff is ready to
assist you with rental, sales, service and
parts. Call or visit us today to experience the
Doosan difference for yourself.

93

Equipment East
Dracut

New Hampshire
Massachusetts

495
2

93
110

3

95
1

2
2

61 SILVA LANE • DRACUT, MA 01826

978-454-3320

www.equipmenteast.com

95
2

Boston
90

Doosan and the Doosan logo are registered trademarks of Doosan Corp. in the
UnitedConstruction
States and various other countries
around the world. 15-D034
CIM
Journal
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Enacted in 2008, the Accelerated Bridge Program (ABP) allocated $3 billion in funding to improve the condition of bridges across the state. ABP is financed
with a combination of two sources: (1) ABP-specific Special Obligation Bonds secured by the revenues collected by the Commonwealth Transportation Fund
(CTF); and (2) Federal grant anticipation notes issued by the Commonwealth. Consistent with the program’s enabling legislation the amounts borrowed and
expended for the program are outside of the state bond cap. The final projects under the program will be advertised in FY2016 and all projects completed by 2019.

Accelerated Bridge Program (ABP): $405.9 million

The MassDOT CIP provides $395.7 million in special obligation spending on transit projects of which $341.7 million is to fund the MBTA-related costs. The
remaining $54 million is used by MassDOT to fund the MBTA-related costs of non-MBTA projects.

In 2013, the Legislature enacted a multi-year transportation finance bill that provided additional funding to support investments in transportation infrastructure.
Later that year, the Legislature authorized a Transportation Bond Bill which allowed for the issuance of general special obligation bonds for certain improvements to transit and statewide passenger rail projects, including the red and orange line cars for the MBTA and the green line extension. These bonds are to
be secured and repaid from the Commonwealth Transportation Fund (CTF), using the additional revenue raised under the Transportation Finance Bill of 2013.
Special Obligation Transit Bonds are subject to the statutory debt limit imposed by Section 60A of Chapter 29 of the General Laws. Under this limit, and in
addition to the general obligation bond program, the current capacity to issue these special obligations is $395.7 million.

Special Obligation Debt – MBTA Projects: $395.7 million

During the development of the FY 16 TIPs, MassDOT decided to stop reserving funding off-the-top for state designated “Regional Major Infrastructure Projects, and to instead allocate that funding among the MPOs to program for local projects at the MPO level. The last project to receive funding under the prior
program was the I-91 viaduct, which was programmed for a total of $231 million. The project, which was recently awarded, came in significantly under
budget, freeing up approximately $48 million in additional capacity. MassDOT will be recommending to the MPOs that this funding be used for one
final Regional Major Infrastructure Project – the construction of Dedham Street Corridor Improvements in Canton, Norwood and Westwood, which will construct a new off-ramp from Interstate 95 northbound to Dedham Street in Canton, and will also widen Dedham Street in Canton, Norwood, and Westwood
to four lanes. These capacity improvements will unlock several important development parcels and provide a new alternative route to Amtrak and Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) Commuter Rail services at Route 128 Station.

The CIP includes federally-funded highway projects that are programmed by the thirteen Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) in their respective
Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs). The TIPs are four-year capital planning documents that are updated once a year in the summer by each of the
MPOs and reflect their regional priorities and goals. Cumulatively, they make up the federally required State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).
The STIP represents the total of all federally funded investments into our highway and transit systems for the next four years. As the STIP is finalized late each
summer, this CIP includes 2016 projects from the 2015-2018 STIP. Once the 2016-2019 STIP is approved by our federal partners at USDOT and EPA, the
federally-funded projects within the CIP will be updated to reflect the investments prioritized by our MPO partners.

Federal Highway funding is provided to each state through formulas and discretionary grants. The funding is broken into a number of smaller constituent programs which guide its use, based upon federal laws and regulations. For most funding programs, federal funding provides 80% of eligible project costs, while
the state’s 20% match is provided by MassDOT’s bond cap proceeds.

Federal Highway Funding: $658.4 million

24

CIM Construction Journal

The chart on the following page illustrates the different sources of funds utilized in this CIP:

Third-party funds are provided to MassDOT by private entities or other units of government to fund specific transportation projects. The third-party funding
assumed in this document is the payment by the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center (BCEC) to relocate the MassDOT Central Laboratory from its current location on BCEC property.

Third-Party Funding: $17.2 million

The Federal Aviation Administration gives grants under programs such as the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) to regional airports for capital investment
and improvement. Typically, FAA funds 90% of eligible project costs and the 10% match is divided equally between the local project sponsor and
MassDOT.

Federal Aviation Administration Funding (FAA): $12.9 million

The Federal Transit Administration provides financial assistance to improve, maintain, and operate existing transit systems, as well as to develop new transit
service. FTA provides this funding through a wide range of grant programs to MassDOT and the Regional Transit Authorities for capital investments. Grantees
are responsible for managing their programs in accordance with federal requirements and FTA provides oversight on statutory and administrative requirements.
Among the various federally funded transit categories are urbanized formula funds which are used for public transportation capital and operating assistance and
statewide program funds which are used to improve mobility for seniors and individuals with disabilities. The Federal Transit Administration also provides
funding to the MBTA, as described in the FY2016 MBTA Capital Investment Program.

Federal Transit Administration Funding (FTA): $48.1 million

Toll revenues collected on the Western Turnpike and Metropolitan Highway System must be spent only on the system where the revenue was raised. These
tolled revenues fund the operations and maintenance of the Metropolitan Highway System and the Western Turnpike, as well as debt service associated with
the former Massachusetts Turnpike Authority, including debt incurred during the construction of the Central Artery/Tunnel Project.

Toll funds are generated by driver and freight carrier use of certain highways, bridges, and tunnels within the Commonwealth. Tolled elements of the roadway
system include the Massachusetts Turnpike (I-90); the Tobin Bridge; the Sumner Tunnel; Callahan Tunnel; and the Ted Williams Tunnel.

Tolls: $238.3 million
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The Chapter 90 program, which is funded by state bond cap, provides state reimbursement for local road projects and other uses as defined in law. Each year,
funding in the program is allocated to the 351 municipalities of the Commonwealth based upon a formula that considers road mileage (58.33%), population
(20.83%) and employment (20.83%).

Chapter 90: $200 million

The following sections provide an overview of the usage categories accounted for in the CIP. Funding levels for FY2016 are noted in each section, with examples of how each category is utilized.

Capital Investment Plan Uses

26

CIM Construction Journal

www.safehit.com

www.yodock.com

800.537.8958

888.496.3625

CIM Construction Journal

27









and emergency maintenance of MassDOT roads and bridges. Typically, work includes bridge deck repairs, crack sealing and repaving, and
lighting improvements.
Highway Overhead Costs ($135.9 million): Associated overhead costs pertaining to transportation construction projects, such as right of way,
design, safety, bridge inspections, environmental permitting, and operations.
Modernization Projects ($97.0 million): Site specific projects that are aimed at rehabilitating or replacing highway infrastructure that
can no longer be maintained in its current condition or has outlived its useful service life. Examples of this include roadway reconstruction or
upgraded tolling infrastructure. Projects within this category include upgrades to meet current standards and other MassDOT policy goals.
Pavement Management Program ($338.5 million): Work conducted at strategic, cost effective times in order to preserve or extend the life of
a roadway surface. While the primary focus of this task is to preserve and maintain existing roadways, new elements may be incorporated
into projects to address safety issues, environmental concerns, and bicycle and pedestrian improvements.
Vertical Construction ($60.2 million): This category is for routine repairs and upgrades to division operated
buildings for environmental compliance and accessibility.

 Emergency and Routine Maintenance Programs ($210.8 million): This funding is typically allocated via District- wide contracts for scheduled



Bridge Management Program ($682.5 million): A selected program of bridge preservation, rehabilitation, and replacement. While the primary focus of this task is to preserve and maintain existing structures, new elements may be incorporated into projects to address safety issues, environmental concerns, and bicycle and pedestrian improvements.
 Capacity/Expansion Projects ($171.8 million): This category is for projects that add new connections or expand existing ones that no longer
address user demand. Examples include the ongoing Route 128 add-a-lane project and the reconstruction of Crosby’s Corner.

Below is an overview of the types of projects and programs undertaken by the Highway Division:

The Highway Division is responsible for over 9,500 lane miles of roadway, representing over 3,000 linear miles. The Division’s purview includes
maintenance or inspection of over 5,000 bridges, and use of over 100 maintenance depots, 65 fueling sites, and 210 salt sheds. The Division monitors approximately 1,000 traffic and facility security cameras and posts information on 374 message boards and signs to the driving public.

Highway Division: $1.7 billion
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bia Point.

 UMass Boston ($25.0 million): For road and related infrastructure work around UMass Boston’s campus serving the entirety of Colum-

UMass Boston Project: $25.0 million

Corps of Engineers to increase the depth of Boston Harbor to approximately 50 feet, opening the port for increased commercial shipping while
growing the regional economy.

 Boston Harbor Dredging ($35 million): In partnership with Massport, MassDOT is committed to matching a federal grant from the Army

Massport Project: $35.0 million

Commonwealth-Funded Projects: $60.0 million

tion commits the federal government to reimburse the state for up to half of the approved project costs (with a Federal cap of $996 million).
The MassDOT CIP funds the ongoing state spending of the project including design and early action construction items.
 Red and Orange Line Program ($103.1 million): The MBTA has procured the replacement of 152 Orange Line vehicles (full fleet replacement and growth) and 74 Red Line vehicles (replacing cars manufactured in 1969). The procurement requires final assembly in Springfield,
Massachusetts. Additionally, investment in this program supports upgrades in anticipation of the car delivery, including improvements to
track, signals and other facilities.

 Green Line Extension ($151.7 million): A Full Funding Grant Agreement between the Commonwealth and the Federal Transit Administra-

ings (in Freetown, Taunton and New Bedford) and replacement of four railroad bridges.

 South Coast Rail ($44.1 million): This project is advancing towards 15% design, and includes the short-term upgrade of five grade cross-

The MassDOT CIP funds a defined list of MBTA projects that are also programmed in the MBTA’s CIP. Major MBTA investments funded by
MassDOT include:

The MBTA is the fifth largest transit system in the United States, with ridership of approximately 1.3 million daily passengers. The MBTA maintains nine
rapid transit lines, 183 bus routes, 14 commuter rail lines, three ferry routes, and a paratransit service (THE RIDE). Its roster of equipment currently
consists of 651 heavy and light rail vehicles, 624 diesel buses, 360 compressed natural gas (CNG) buses, 32 electric/diesel buses, 25 hybrid buses, 28
trackless trolleys, 100 commuter rail locomotives, 393 commuter rail coaches, 2 ferry boats, and 656 vehicles for THE RIDE. Service is provided to more
than 250 stations.

MBTA Projects: $402.1 million
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Knowledge Corridor rail service between Springfield, Northampton, Greenfield, and Southern Vermont.
 Grade Crossings ($9.0 million): Funding for activities to improve lights, approaches, physical barriers and other warning devices at locations
where public and private rail lines cross state or municipal roads. The primary focus of these roads is safety, reducing the risk for a train collision.
 Industrial Rail Access Program ($2.5 million): Funding for the rehabilitation and restoration of short spur lines that service underutilized industrial or commercial parks.

 Knowledge Corridor and Vermonter Service ($3.9 million): Funding for the continued development of the

Massachusetts has more than 1,000 miles of rail, which supports both freight and passenger rail transport. Thirteen freight railroads operate in Massachusetts,
the largest of which are CSX Transportation, Pan Am Railways, Providence & Worcester Railroad, and New England Central Railroad. These four railroads
provide major rail connections to the national freight rail system. Passenger rail operations include multiple Amtrak-operated inter-city passenger rail services
throughout Massachusetts, and the MBTA-operated commuter rail service throughout the metropolitan Boston area. The major Amtrak passenger route into
Massachusetts is the Northeast Corridor, which runs from Boston’s South Station to Washington, DC. The CIP allocates funding to improve the existing
freight system along these critical rail corridors. Funding in the CIP includes:

Rail and Transit Division- Rail (Non-MBTA): $30.5 million
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ported to the National Transit Database, the Rail and Transit Division is allocating additional resources for the replacement of buses and passenger vehicles. This bus replacement program identifies both the current and deferred replacement needs for each RTA’s transit fleet and ongoing funding requirements to meet those needs.
 Maintenance and Operations: In addition to fleet replacement needs, MassDOT is working with the RTAs to track other repair needs such
as operations facilities, passenger facilities, equipment/systems, and parking garages.
 Regionally Significant Projects: Funding in this category supports the design and construction of projects that serve a broader regional focus
or leverage additional opportunities for cost savings, such as garage modernizations that include energy and water efficiency systems.

 Bus Replacement: The average age of RTA buses now exceeds 10 years. Working with the individual RTAs and using fleet information re-

There are 15 Regional Transit Authorities (RTAs) operating throughout the Commonwealth that provides over 29 million trips annually. The RTAs offer fixed
route bus and paratransit services. The CIP provides capital funding to the RTAs, to provide the non-federal match to federal transit capital funds and to fund
state of good repair actions such as bus replacements or maintenance facilities. MassDOT works with the RTAs to prioritize available funding for critical
system enhancement and state of good repair projects that include:

Rail and Transit Division -Transit: $83.7 million
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 Security improvements to MassDOT facilities, programs and projects.

and networks; and implementation of the legislatively mandated asset Management System and capital project management system.

 Reconstruction and improvements to the statewide information technology network, including improvements to obsolete computer software

 Repairs and other improvements to 10 Park Plaza and other MassDOT facilities.

The Planning and Enterprise Services is comprised of the Executive, Fiscal, Human Resources, Legal, Real Estate, Audit, Diversity and Civil Rights and Performance Management offices. Historically, personnel and other goods (IT hardware, consultant services, utilities, etc.) within the MassDOT shared services programs (activities shared between operating divisions to consolidate costs and reduce bureaucracy) have been charged to capital accounts, resulting
in millions of additional dollars in interest payments, while reducing the amount of money available for statewide capital projects. This long- standing practice
will come to an end in FY16 and all operating expenses funded in this CIP will transfer to the department’s operating budget. At the end of FY15 all salary
expenses will have moved from the capital budget to the operating budget. The remaining FY16 expenses paid by capital will be moved to the operating budget by the end of FY16. The capital funding for Planning and Enterprise Services in FY2016 includes:

Planning and Enterprise Services: $51 million
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service kiosks and the replacement of outdated, obsolete wiring, data and other core network systems to improve reliability, customer
service and safety in branch offices.

 The remaining $4.2 million allocated in the CIP is for branch and customer service improvements, including the deployment of self-

lic safety transactions per day and facilitates the collection of over $1 billion in annual transportation revenues. However, the system came
online in the 1980’s and has significantly outperformed its useful life and is no longer sufficient for a 21st-Century Registry operation. The
funding allocated in this plan is for a comprehensive modernization effort that includes the archiving of twenty years of data, removing old
software and building a new, modern computer system. A new system will improve ease of access for customers through a resilient,
adaptable program that minimizes barriers between residents, Registry staff, and partner agencies.

 In FY2016, the Registry is allocating $34.5 million for the phased replacement of the ALARS system. ALARS processes six million pub-

The Registry is a regulatory agency ensuring public safety through vehicle inspections, oversight of licensing standards, and coordination with the insurance
industry and public safety agencies on efforts to improve driving behaviors and accident reduction. Using the funding allocated in this plan, the Registry is
advancing the following initiatives to improve customer service and public safety.

Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV): $38.6 million
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regional airport system to a smaller airport master plan for individual sponsors.
These plans identify and evaluate the aviation facilities needed to meet the current and future transportation needs of a particular study area.
Other planning related projects may include feasibility studies and environmental permitting projects.
 Airport Facilities: Projects include facilities or equipment associated with the construction, improvement,
maintenance, and repair of airport runways, taxiways, navigation systems, or communications systems.

 Airport Planning: Projects may involve planning on an individual airport or statewide level and range from a large integrated statewide/

Funding in the CIP includes the Commonwealth’s matching share of funds for projects funded through Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Airport Improvement Program (AIP) and funds provided through the Division’s Airport Safety and Maintenance Program (ASMP). The Division uses ASMP funding
to assist airports that are either not eligible for federal grants, or for routine maintenance projects not eligible for AIP funding from the FAA. In fiscal
year 2016, the division will program $16.8 million in state funds and $12.8 million in FAA funding to meet the goals of the Massachusetts Statewide
Airport System Plan. These funds will be used for a portfolio of projects within the following categories:

Massachusetts’ system of public-use airports is comprised of nine commercial service and 30 general aviation airports. The MassDOT Aeronautics Division
supports the operation and development of 36 of these airports through grant funding; airport inspections; technical guidance; statewide planning; aviation
education outreach; and communication with local, state and federal officials. The Massachusetts Port Authority owns and operates the remaining
three airports: Boston Logan International Airport, Laurence G. Hanscom Field, and Worcester Regional Airport.

Aeronautics Division: $29.7 million
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Senate Passes Long-Term
Transportation Bill;
Hands Ball off to House
Peter Ruane

President & CEO, ARTBA

pruane@artba.org

The late July enactment by Congress of yet another short-term extension of federal
surface transportation programs, to Oct. 29, was a continuation of an all too familiar—
and disappointing—pattern.
We’ve all seen too much of this “punt and leave the stadium” approach over the past
several years. Another delay is not a win. That said, there are reasons to be hopeful.

B

efore Congress skedaddled out
of Washington for a five-week
break, the U.S. Senate passed a
six-year reauthorization bill with a
bipartisan 65 votes. And House Transportation &
Infrastructure Committee Chairman Bill Shuster
expressed his desire to move forward on a
long-term bill this September. That’s significant
progress. Here’s why: until the Senate passed
the “Developing a Reliable and Innovative Vision
for the Economy (DRIVE) Act,” neither chamber
had approved any surface transportation
legislation longer than two years since 2005.
In that context, a three-month delay doesn’t
seem so bad compared to a 10-year wait. Our
fight—and yours—continues.
Even with some reductions, highway investment
under the DRIVE Act’s first three years would
grow at annual rates ranging from 3.1 percent to
3.5 percent—a $4 billion increase by 2018. By
comparison, highway investment grew by 1.4
percent annually under the two-year MAP-21
surface transportation law.
While everyone will agree that the DRIVE Act’s
investment levels aren’t what they should be,
38
38

politics on Capitol Hill these days is the art of
the doable. It’s hard to find any major piece
of domestic policy legislation that increases
federal investment in anything, let alone getting
legislation to pass by a wide bipartisan majority
as happened with the DRIVE Act. So, in that
context, the recent developments are positive.
Nevertheless, ARTBA, its coalition allies and our
industry still have a lot of work to do as N.F.L.
football training camps open, and we are not
going to take a five-week recess like Congress.
Our focus going forward will be on the House.
Let’s start by reminding them of what they said
in the summer of 2014, when they passed the
extension to May 31, which they’ve now punted
two more times.
Here are examples from two key members:
• “By funding surface transportation programs
through May 2015, this legislation provides
… Congress time to continue working on
a long-term funding solution and a surface
transportation reauthorization bill. … This
bill in no way precludes Congress from
continuing to work on addressing a long-
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term funding solution, and a long-term
reauthorization bill remains a top priority
for the Transportation Committee.” -- July
10, 2014, statement by Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee Chairman Bill
Shuster (R-Pa.)
• “H.R. 5021 [the bill] provides the necessary
funds to keep the federal highway and transit
programs running while Congress develops
legislation to set these programs on a sound
financial footing for the long term.” -- July 15,
2014, statement by Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.),
now chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee
We have plenty of other examples of such
comments from other members of the House, as
well as the Senate. The point is this: with Senate
passage of the DRIVE Act, the latest threemonth extension should bring to a close once
and for all claims that Congress needs “more
time” to develop a long-term reauthorization bill
and Highway Trust Fund solution. If the House
doesn’t like the DRIVE Act, then let them put
something better on the table.
For more than a year, members of both parties
and both chambers have been kicking the
reauthorization can down the road. The time for
any further short-term extensions is over.
As always, we continue to need your help.
Unless House members feel pressure from
back home, the tendency to do the very least
they can to get by will likely persist. While your
representatives are home during August, please
meet with them face-to-face or invite them to
your office or job site.
Here are the points we suggest you convey to
them:

• House Transportation & Infrastructure
Committee Chairman Bill Shuster has said his
committee plans to produce a multi-year bill
in September. We need you to support that
process going forward.
• Most importantly, we are asking you to back
efforts in the Ways & Means Committee to
generate new trust fund resource to not only
fill the $15 billion per gap between current
spending levels and incoming trust fund
revenues, but to ensure any multi-year bill
grows surface transportation investment
beyond simple inflationary adjustments.
• You were elected to address important
national issues. Do your part to end the
eight-year cycle of short-term bills and
temporary trust fund bailouts.
Finally, we’ve updated the ARTBA Grassroots
Action Center: http://www.tmaw.com/takeaction/ so you can communicate with your
congressman via email, Twitter and Facebook
from your mobile phone or tablet in less than a
minute. Press secretaries from a congressman’s
office are monitoring their social media feeds
every day. These platforms provide an excellent
forum for you to personally engage with your
representative.
Collectively, we’re moving the ball down the
field; fighting hard for every yard. No one ever
said it would be easy. And no doubt, there will
be “ideological defenses” trying to stop our
progress this fall.
We ask you to stay on the field with us and
continue to grind it out. Our win comes when the
Congress passes and the president signs a longterm bill that boosts investment in the federal
highway and public transit program.

• The House does not have to like the Senate
bill or take up the Senate bill, but it does
have to act.
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MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION
MEMORANDUM
TO:

DISTRICT HIGHWAY DIRECTORS

FROM:

MICHAEL A. MCGRATH, DEPUTY CHIEF ENGINEER FOR CONSTRUCTION

SUBJECT:

TREE CUTTING/CLEARING RESTRICTIONS DUE TO NORTHERN LONG EARED BAT
(NLEB)

DATE:

JULY 29, 2015

CC:

DISTRICT CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS

In a final rule effective May 4th 2015, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) listed the northern
long-eared bat (NLEB) as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Act). USFWS also established an interim rule under section 4 (d) of the Act that provides measures that are necessary and advisable for
the conservation of d1e species. The NLEB has been listed due to significant population declines as a result of
the fungal disease white-nose syndrome (WNS), the most severe and immediate threat to the bat. Activities previously believed not to impact bat populations are now being considered as a threat to the species and transportation projects are receiving additional regulatory review and restrictions.
Effective immediately: tree clearing is prohibited during the time-of-year restrictions below unless
otherwise approved in writing by the Highway Divisions Environmental Services Section or the
Manager of Environmental Compliance for Construction.
Time of Year Restrictions
Restrictions include cutting and trimming of trees during the following periods:
April 15- August 31: Tree clearing/cutting is prohibited statewide.
April 15- September 30: Tree clearing/cutting is prohibited within Coastal New England Towns as depicted
on the attached "Tree Cutting Time of Year Restriction Map" or as directed by the Environmental Services
Section.
Apri1 15- October 31: Tree clearing/cutting is prohibited within Charlemont, Chester, Egremont, Florida,
Mount Washington, New Marlboro, North Adams, Rowe, Sheffield, Holland, Pepperell, Sturbridge unless a waiver is granted by the Environmental Services Section.
Situations involving public safety requiring limited tree clearing/cutting will be addressed on a case by case
basis upon request made by the District Construction Engineer to the Environmental Services Section.
For more information contact Tim Dexter @ timothy.dexter@state.ma.us or Jess Kenny jessica.kenny@state.ma.us
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New England Field Office
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, NH 03301-5087
http://www.fws.gov/newengland
July 7, 2015
To Whom It May Concern:
Under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, Federal agencies that authorize, fund or carry out an action that may
affect a federally listed species are required to ensure their actions do not jeopardize the continued existence of a listed
species or adversely modify federally designated critical habitat through consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. As you are aware, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) (NLEB) was recently listed as threatened
with an associated interim 4(d) rule (April 2, 2015). The NLEB was once widespread throughout New England, but due to
white-nose syndrome, the primary threat to its existence, the population in New England has declined by at least 90 percent. Currently, we do not have presence/absence data for this species for the vast majority of New England. Therefore,
in order to assess effects of a project, we must assume presence in the absence of project-specific surveys. This has led to
an increase in project review requests made to staff in this office.
In order to streamline the review process and provide regional guidance to Federal agencies and their applicants, the
New England Field Office (NEFO) consulted with our state wildlife agency partners to develop regional time-of-year restrictions for tree clearing activities that if implemented, will avoid take of the NLEB. The time-of-year restrictions we
are adopting vary, depending on the location of the proposed project.
The time-of-year restrictions described below are predicated on our conclusion that if surveys are not conducted to determine whether NLEBs are present, we must assume presence as long as suitable habitat is present. Based on regional
data on NLEB presence and seasonal behavior, we recommend the following time-of-year restrictions to avoid adverse
effects to bats that may be roosting in trees that could be cleared (assuming presence).
April 15 - October 31 -project is located within l mile or less from known hibernaculum
April 15 - September 30 - Known site- acoustic and/or mist-net confirmation- ("known site" as determined in consultation between NEFO and the State Natural Resource agency) OR projects located in "Coastal New England" where we
appear to have greater numbers of NLEB based on recent acoustic surveys. "Coastal New England" includes all towns
bordering the coast of Connecticut and Rhode Island, Massachusetts including Buzzards Bay, Cape Cod, Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket, and the North and South Shore of Massachusetts, and the coast of New Hampshire.
April 15- August 31 - Unknown site/no data (with the exception of coastal towns)
These time-of-year restrictions do not address a minimum acreage below which we do not anticipate habitat impacts
to NLEBs. We still need to review the proposed acreage of tree cutting to ensure that there are no impacts as a result of significant roosting or foraging habitat loss if we assume bats are present in the project area.
We suggest that it may be to your advantage to assess the effect of the loss of suitable habitat resulting from the proposed activity in the context of the surrounding forested habitat and provide that analysis or discussion in your project
review requests. Such information should expedite our review and response.
Thank you for your cooperation, and please contact Ms. Susi von Oettingen of this office at (603) 223-2541, extension 6418, if
you have questions.
Sincerely yours,

Thomas R. Chapman
Supervisor
New England Field Office
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Two-Hour Ready Will Call Pick Up
Same-Day/Next-Day Job Site Delivery
Rentals: Tilt-Up Braces, Forming/Shoring, Equipment
Fabrication, Including: Detailing and Engineering
Tool Repair
Electronic Billing

WE SERVE YOU, THE PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTOR THROUGHOUT YOUR ENTIRE PROJECT
Download our mobile app at:
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You put building first.

We put you first.
Whether you’re a plumber, an electrician or a
general or specialty contractor, you need a risk
plan developed by an agent who puts your needs
first. As one of the largest independent insurance
agencies in New England, we can design a
competitive and comprehensive insurance plan

Need Granite
Curbing?
NEED IT Fast?

just for you. And when you feel secure, we do
too. For an in-depth review of your program,
call Eastern Insurance Group at 508-620-3412.

Williams Stone Company serves highway contractors and
curb setters across the Northeast with a wide variety of granite
curbing in finishes, sizes and detail components to complete
any project. All of it quarried and fabricated here in the U.S.
If you need all-natural, timeless, durable, economical granite
curbing for your project, then call us for the largest inventory,
friendliest service and fastest delivery – often within 72
hours – on most common curb sizes and varieties.

WS

Williams stone Company, inC.

insurance
Eastern Insurance Group LLC
easterninsurance.com

1158 Lee-Westfield Road P.O. Box 278
East Otis, MA 01029-0278 Tel: (800)832-2052
info@williamsstone.com www.williamsstone.com
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“Waters of the United States” Litigation
Overview: On July 2, 2015, ARTBA – with a coalition of 13 national associations – filed suit in the United
States District Court for the Southern District of Texas against the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and the United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps). The parties are seeking
to overturn the agencies’ recently-released rule which expands federal jurisdiction to all wet areas
through a new definition of “waters of the United States” (WOTUS).
Background: In the early 2000’s, ARTBA and other groups supported federal lawsuits challenging the
overreaching interpretation of the Clean Water Act (CWA) by these agencies. In ruling on these cases,
the U.S. Supreme Court directed the EPA and the Corps to establish clear lines of jurisdiction between
federal and state governments under the CWA. A lengthy rulemaking process followed, during which
ARTBA explained on numerous occasions that extension of federal jurisdiction to roadside ditches would
increase costs and delays on transportation improvement projects. ARTBA and our allies have also
pursued legislation in both houses of Congress that would prohibit these agencies from expanding their
jurisdiction under the rule they have been developing. These efforts continue on Capitol Hill.
This past May, the EPA and the Corps issued their final rule that will essentially deem any wet area as a
“water of the United States” and place it under federal control. A White House official said, “The only
people with reason to oppose the rule are polluters who threaten our clean water . . . and they will be
responsible for their actions.” While strongly disagreeing with this characterization, ARTBA and its allies
have filed suit to stop implementation of this rule.
Why does this rule matter?
¾ One word—“ditches.” The new rule expands EPA and Corps jurisdiction to the point where
virtually any ditch with standing water could be covered. Federal environmental regulation
should be applied when a clear need is demonstrated and regulating all roadside ditches under
the theory of interconnectedness fails to meet this threshold. A ditch’s primary purpose is safety
and they only have water present during and after rainfall. In contrast, traditional wetlands are
not typically man-made nor do they fulfill a specific safety function. As such, roadside ditches are
not, and should not be regulated as, traditional jurisdictional wetlands because the only time
they contain water is when they are fulfilling their intended purpose.
¾ Reforms to Project Delivery could be undone. State DOTs and the industry have long identified
the federal environmental review and approval processes as the prime cause of project delays, a
fact the Obama Administration itself has acknowledged. The MAP-21 law, passed in 2012,
included reforms intending to move these processes along. Unfortunately, the new WOTUS rule
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will add more layers of review—for unproven benefits—and only lengthen this process. Further,
requiring wetland permits for ditch construction and maintenance will force project sponsors and
the private sector to incur new administrative and legal costs. Every accumulation of
precipitation on or near a transportation project could be the subject of a frivolous lawsuit by
professional environmentalists. The potential delays and increased costs that would result from
EPA’s rule will divert resources from timely ditch maintenance activities and potentially threaten
the role ditches play in promoting roadway safety.
Timing and Cost of the ARTBA Lawsuit: The litigation is expected to take up to three years (if a decision
is appealed to the federal appellate courts and the Supreme Court) and cost between $30,000 and
$35,000 per year. Mayer Brown LLP, a well-known law firm, is representing ARTBA and the other
plaintiffs.
This expense is not in ARTBA’s current-year budget, but ARTBA immediately agreed to join the lawsuit
because of the critical importance of this issue.
Any contribution you can make towards the costs of this litigation will be a tremendous help in making
sure the WOTUS rule never takes effect. Moreover, we fully expect many of the professional
environmental groups to litigate in favor of the new rule and bring their many financial resources to the
table in doing so.
Keep in mind this is the latest example of ARTBA’s vigorous representation of the transportation
construction industry in court over the past 22 years. During that time, ARTBA’s efforts have enabled
more than $50 billion in approved—yet challenged—state, regional and local transportation projects
and plans to move forward.
Thank you for your consideration and support.
ARTBA Staff Contact: Nick Goldstein, VP of Regulatory Affairs and Assistant General Counsel, (202) 2894434 x. 207, ngoldstein@artba.org
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T.L. EDWARDS, INC.
Manufacturer and Installer of Bituminous Concrete Products

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

100 Wales Ave.-Rear, Avon, MA 02322 • Office: 508.583.2029 Plant: 508-587-6953
226 Nicks Rock Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • Scale House: 508-732-9148 Asphalt Plant: 508-732-9140
Loam/Sand/Stone/Gravel/Fill/Paving Products

Family owned & operated since 1947

In Massachusetts & New Hampshire
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Quality. Integrity.
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Serving You from 9 Locations
Massachusetts
• Dracut • Marlboro
• Ipswich • Merrimac

New Hampshire

• Hudson • Amherst
• Hooksett • Rochester
• Keene

978.454.9105 Fax 978.805.9719 BroxIndustries.com
1471 Methuen Street, Dracut, MA 01826
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Mid-Life Money Errors
If you are between 40 & 60, beware of these financial
blunders & assumptions.
By Todd J. McDonald, Certified Family Business Specialist • Broadstone Advisors, LLC

Between the ages of 40 and 60, many people increase their commitment to investing and
retirement saving. At the same time, many fall prey to some common money blunders and
harbor financial assumptions that may be inaccurate.
These errors and suppositions are worth examining, as you do not want to succumb to them.
See if you notice any of these behaviors or assumptions creeping into your financial life.

Do you think you need to invest
with more risk? if you are behind on

Have you made saving for
retirement a secondary priority?

retirement saving, you may find yourself wishing
for a “silver bullet” investment or wishing you could
allocate more of your portfolio to today’s hottest
sectors or asset classes so you can catch up.
This impulse could backfire. The closer you get to
retirement age, the fewer years you have to recoup
investment losses. As you age, the argument
for diversification and dialing down risk in your
portfolio gets stronger and stronger. In the long
run, the consistency of your retirement saving effort
should help your nest egg grow more than any
other factor.

It should be a top priority, even if it becomes
secondary for a while due to fate or bad luck.
Some families put saving for college first, saving
for mom and dad’s retirement second. Remember
that college students can apply for financial aid, but
retirees cannot. Building college savings ahead of
your own retirement savings may leave your young
adult children well-funded for the near future, but
they may end up taking you in later in life if you
outlive your money.

Are you only focusing on
building wealth rather than
protecting it? Many people begin investing
in their twenties or thirties with the idea of making
money and a tendency to play the market in one
direction – up. As taxes lurk and markets suffer
occasional downturns, moving from mere investing
to an actual strategy is crucial. At this point, you
need to play defense as well as offense.

50
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Has paying off your home loan
taken precedence over paying
off other debts? Owning your home free
and clear is a great goal, but if that is what being
debt-free means to you, you may end up saddled
with crippling consumer debt on the way toward
that long-term objective. In June 2015, the average
American household carried more than $15,000 in
credit card debt alone. It is usually better to attack
credit card debt first, thereby freeing up money you
can use to invest, save for retirement, build a rainy
day fund – and yes, pay the mortgage.1
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Have you taken a loan from
your workplace retirement
plan? Hopefully not, for this is a bad idea for

industries are shrinking and offer middle-aged
workers much less job security than other career
fields.

several reasons. One, you are drawing down
your retirement savings – invested assets that
would otherwise have the capability to grow and
compound. Two, you will probably repay the loan
via deductions from your paycheck, cutting into
your take-home pay. Three, you will probably have
to repay the full amount within five years – a term
that may not be long as you would like. Four, if
you are fired or quit the entire loan amount will
likely have to be paid back within 90 days. Five, if
you cannot pay the entire amount back and you
are younger than 59½, the IRS will characterize
the unsettled portion of the loan as a premature
distribution from a qualified retirement plan –
fully taxable income subject to early withdrawal
penalties.2

Is your emergency fund now too
small? It should be growing gradually to suit

Do you assume that your peak
earning years are straight
ahead? Conventional wisdom says that your

Watch out for these mid-life
money errors & assumptions.

yearly earnings reach a peak sometime in your
mid-fifties or late fifties, but this is not always
the case. Those who work in physically rigorous
occupations may see their earnings plateau
after age 50 – or even age 40. In addition, some

your household, and your household may need
much greater cash reserves today in a crisis than
it once did. If you have no real emergency fund, do
what you can now to build one so you don’t have to
turn to some predatory lender for expensive money.
Insurance could also give your household some
financial stability in an emergency. Disability
insurance can help you out if you find yourself
unable to work. Life insurance – all the way from a
simple final expense policy to a permanent policy
that builds cash value – offers another form of
financial support in trying times.

Some are all too casually made. A review of your
investment and retirement savings effort may help
you recognize or steer clear of them.

Todd J. McDonald is a Certified Family Business Specialist and founder of Broadstone Advisors, LLC, based in Albany, NY. Todd may be reached directly at
518.449.4527 or via email at tmcdonald@financialguide.com.
Todd McDonald is a registered representative of and offers securities, investment advisory and financial planning services through MML Investors Services, LLC.
Member SIPC. Supervisory office: 8 Southwoods Boulevard, Albany, NY 12211. (518) 463-5533.
This material was prepared by MarketingPro, Inc., and does not necessarily represent the views of the presenting party, nor their affiliates. This information has been
derived from sources believed to be accurate. Please note - investing involves risk, and past performance is no guarantee of future results. The publisher is not engaged
in rendering legal, accounting or other professional services. If assistance is needed, the reader is advised to engage the services of a competent professional. This
information should not be construed as investment, tax or legal advice and may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any Federal tax penalty. This is neither a
solicitation nor recommendation to purchase or sell any investment or insurance product or service, and should not be relied upon as such. All indices are unmanaged
and are not illustrative of any particular investment.

Citations.
1 - nerdwallet.com/blog/credit-card-data/average-credit-card-debt-household/ [6/25/15]
2 - tinyurl.com/oalk4fx [9/14/14]
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Protection starts here

and here.

DeSanctis Insurance Agency
Serving the Bonding and Insurance needs of the N.E. construction industry for over 40 years.

DeSanctis Insurance Agency, Inc.
100 Unicorn Park Drive
Woburn, MA 01801 (781) 935-8480 www.desanctisins.com
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New ARTBA “Backing &
Spotting” Training Program Helps
Prepare for OSHA Regulations
By: Brad Sant

ARTBA’s senior vice president of safety and education

bsant@artba.org

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) is preparing
federal regulations to address “back over” hazards in road and bridge
construction work zones. So transportation contractors and their
employees should begin getting prepared to meet the latest requirements.

T

he new “Safe Backing & Spotting”
training program developed by the
American Road & Transportation
Builders Association Transportation
Development Foundation (ARTBA-TDF) will help
save lives and money, and reduce regulatory
hassles.
“Backing of trucks and equipment in the
construction industry is one of our most serious
and common problems,” said Steve Hubbard,
corporate safety director at Lane Construction
Company. “This problem has been with us for
years and the statistics that I have seen clearly
show us it’s not going away.”
About half of the more than 120 road
construction and maintenance workers killed
every year on U.S. transportation infrastructure
projects die in “struck by” or “back over”
incidents. OSHA estimates 15,000 workers are
also injured annually in these situations.
These are more than just statistics. Behind every
fatality or injury is a personal story of tragedy
and loss, especially for the victims’ families,

co-workers and senior management of their firms.
Roadway accidents also cost transportation
contractors and other employers a lot of money:
more than a HALF BILLION DOLLARS annually,
according the U.S. National Institutes of Health.
Each death in the construction industry costs
$4 million in direct and indirect expenses; each
injury resulting in lost work days costs $42,000.
Work zone fatalities and accidents also cause
reputational damage, which can be a negative
factor when it comes time to secure new
contracts and retain skilled workers.
The first-of-its-kind “Safe Backing & Spotting”
course is specifically designed for—and aimed
to reach—workers, foremen and supervisors on
road and bridge projects. It will help companies
protect their most important asset—their
people—and their businesses’ bottom line.
This new program is latest in a broad series of
ARTBA-TDF training developed over the past
30 years to tackle emerging safety risks unique
to transportation design and construction
professionals.
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Developed by ARTBA’s team of safety experts,
“Safe Backing & Spotting” is designed to meet
the rigorous ANSI/ASTM E2659 standard for
certificate programs, the most highly regarded
specifications for such curriculum. The program
focuses on helping workers to avoid dangerous
traffic areas on roadway construction sites, to
recognize hazards surrounding equipment, and
to provide clear communication between drivers/
operators and spotters through the use of
standardized signals and communication.
The course will be taught by ARTBA’s roster
of master safety instructors, who literally have
written the book on work zone safety training.
They have been developing safety programs for
ARTBA and key federal agencies for more than
decade and have hundreds of years of collective
transportation and construction experience.
During the four-hour course, crew members will
learn:

All attendees will receive a certificate of
completion from the ARTBA-TDF. Employers
also will receive documentation for their
insurance carriers, helping to potentially reduce
cost or hold premiums in check.
“ARTBA has worked extensively with federal
agencies, labor unions, and construction
organizations to develop more effective work
zone safety,” said Leo Vecellio, chairman and
CEO of Vecellio Group. “This new program is
specifically designed for the road construction
industry, helping employers and workers reduce
the number of injuries and fatalities caused by
unsafe backing.”
The base fee for the “Safe Backing & Spotting”
course is $3,000 for up to 40 attendees, plus
materials costs. For more information and to
schedule a class, please contact me at bsant@
artba.org, or 202-289-4434.

• A thorough understanding of spotting
signals and communications between
drivers/operators and spotters. Through
this program, ARTBA-TDF introduces the
first set of nationally-standardized backing
hand signals for this industry;
• Recognition of the “sphere of safety”—the
hazards above, below and around moving
equipment, and how to communicate those
hazards to workers, operators and drivers;
• Traffic and pedestrian routing strategies as
a result of hands-on training, classroom
activities and a spotting skills test; and
• How to identify equipment blind spots, and
train workers and operators how to safely
navigate congested work areas.
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COVER STORY
CIM member firm The Dow Company, Inc., of Dracut, MA has been a CIM member for over 30 years. They are
shown placing stone in the median strip of 95 (route 128). MassDOT has designed the stone bed to collect run-off and
percolate the collected water into the soil. Once the stone is placed, Brox industries, the general contractor, will place
median barrier and pave to the barrier.
The specially designed stone slinger and attached feeder conveyor were
purchased by Dow to allow stone to be placed between the barriers,
moving in one Lane in the same direction as traffic. This alleviates backing up trucks between the barriers for up to 1 mile to place the stone.
The slinger will place over 1,000 ton of stone (loam, mulch, etc.) up to
100 feet away in one shift. It can also be used for loaming slopes,
mulching areas etc.
This project by the Dow Company includes excavation, grading, drain work and placing stone for Brox Industries on the
route 95 (128) from Burlington to Lexington. Tom Maguire is the superintendent for The Dow Company and Kevin
Moura is the foreman for that crew. Phase 1 of 3 phases has been completed by Dow to date.
Photo © Copyright Martha Stewart 2015
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EJ is driven by unparalleled customer care,
exceptional solutions, global expertise, and
local understanding. We are EJ.

Learn more at ejco.com or call 800 626 4653
East Jordan Iron Works is now EJ

HINES
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THIS IS WHY

Power-dense engine, automatic-engine idle shutdown, energy recovery
system, economy mode, lock-up torque converter…the list goes on and on.

BUT SAVING IS BELIEVING
We are so confident that you'll lower your fuel consumption, we have
guaranteed it. You'll get $1.00 per gallon back from Caterpillar on any
amount of fuel that your machine uses above and beyond the specified
gallon per hour burn rate.

Ask your salesman, call your nearest location, or visit www.miltoncatfuelguarantee.com for details.

Milford, MA
508-634-3400

North Reading, MA
978-276-2400

